
Mb calm ruftled.
"1 myself huve hnon on the samol

Bonrch," ho sald, brusquely. "Hut wo
may as well sparo our pains. Tho
young lady ln quontion appcnrs to bo
nt present under chargo of Mr. Vero¬
ker."
Helen had but tlmo to lot hor faco

whow tho .unnoyunca of hor fepllngs,
whon out pf Iho clear obBcurc.of tho
deck beyond, ogalnnt a background of
Hky "palnted wlth such brlght sturs,"
ns nevor ShakcBpearo saw, camo to
them a flylng flguro. » It was Posoy,
flushed wlth angry blood, and after her
llmped tholr host of tho evenlng, hls
Bpoctrnl face wrcuthod in apologotlo
emllcH.

"Oh! ploasc, Miss Carstairs, may I
fttay wlth you?" exclaimed the glrl with
nuiverlng llpfl, ln hor agltatlon putting
hersclf between Uelen ond Clandonald,
Who Involuntarlly intorposcd hls Btal-
wart form so that nono olso could ap-
proach her. "I dldn't rcalizc how }ato
lt was when I went out to bo by my-
Bolf in the fresh alr."
"Mlss Winstanley is just a leetle ner¬

vous after hor trlumphn of to-nlght,"
began Mr. Vereker, who had come up
wlth them.smoothly, but 111 at easo.

"I am not nervous. I never was ln
my llfo," crlod the glrl, stamplng her
foot "It ls becauBo.because-"
Sho ended in a burst of passiottato

toara.
"Let me go with you to your room."

sald Helen. gently. "I had wanted to
ask you for a llttlo walk, but lt is
lato now, and tho deck peoplo are for
putting us all to bed."
"Hlgh-strung llttlo fllly, and groen;

irreen aa grass," observed Mr. Vcrokor
to Clandonald, as Mlss Carstairs dis-
uppoared, leadlng Poaoy down tho cor-
ridor. "If you're up to a llttlo poker
ln tho smoklng-room, I can tell you
* Uilng or two about our bowltchlng
glrl from Dlxleland that wlll amuso
you greatly."

"You wlll excuso mo," answered Clan¬
donald, with llghtning Tn his gnzc.Mariol, pasBing ln at tho moment, Baw
Vereker shrlvol under lt and dlsap-
poar. Clandonald gavo hls frienu a
cluo to the sltuatlon.

"If you had followed your impulsennd punched tho old slnner's head,"commented Marlol, "it might havo been
«. poor return for his hospitality, but
«. mighty relief to you. However, wo
can safely leave him to the gods forpunlHhment. He wlll probably go un-
red to-morrow. wlth ono of hls nttackes,becauso he drank champagno for sup-T>or. I understnnd that a tralned nurBofor him makes part of the VercKer*B
travolllng sulte. no wlll become a hor-
rld elderly infant in her hands. I am
glad Misa CnrBtairs came to tho re¬
lief. I hope you notlced that flne move¬
ment of hers to check the exuberanco
of tho younger girl? I had no time
to put your Htiggestlon to enllst her In¬
to efTect before the thing occurred. And
now-"
"Now, I think wo may count upon

our day altogether at Beaumanolr. But
tlll then, and after lt, Marlol, I mean
to keep my dlstanco from Mlss Wln-
etanley."
"Tho trouble was that you begandolng lt too suddenly. From thc mo¬

ment she caught slght of your glum
couutenance at Bupper the sparkle
went out of thlngs for her. But, bot.
Dlou, what a gift she haa, that un-
tralned creaturc! Somebody ought to
tako chargo of hor muslcal educatlon,
. nd In a few years she would witch
tho world."
"There Is somethlng better for a

puro, stralghtforward bolng like that
to do than to wltch the world behlnd
loolllghts," said Clandonald doggedly.
"I can't thlnk of lt for her."
"My advlco to you ls to get off at

Quecnstown," answered Marlol as they
feparated for tho night
"Vou are not sleopy That's good,

for I'm not, elther, and PU just send
away Eulalle. and we'll go into my
room and talk."
Posey's heart llglitenod wlth ploasuro

ns she followed MIbs Carstairs insido
tho pretty bower Eulalie's skill had
contrlved from her young lady's be-
longlngs for tho voyage. AVhat n con-
trast to the half of a dull inslde cabln
which Mr. AVinstanley, In hls slmplicl-
ty, had accepted for Posey from tho
ugont of whom he had purchased
places; wlth the aplnster room-tnato
humped under tho hedclothes on the
sofa; -her clothes and hats hunging
overhead dlstrnctedly; their Bteamcr
trunks and bags encumberlng the nar¬
row space between hers and Posey'B
berths!
Horo wore unlmaglned comforts, or¬

der, nleety, n nttle brass bed wlth
flowory curtains, softest pillows and
duvots. a bath-room openlng out, wlth
porcelaln tub; an equlpmont for tho
toilot that astoundod Posey, tlll then
contcnt wlth hor llttle cotton n,ight-gown trimmed witli tnttlng, hor k'nno-
no of cheap blue ilannel bought ready-
mado, her ono brush and comb, and
tooth-brush, and bottlo of Sozodont, hor
knltted Blippers, and the steumer-pockot
"f bluo denltn with tho' motto "Bon
voyage," presented to her on loavlng
Allson's Cross Iloads by her friend the
ilrossmakorl But sho showed no moro
surprlso than an Indian does on his
flrst vlslt to tho gloties of tho AVhlto
luther at AVashlngton. Truth to tell,
"'m hud already arrlved at tho stngo

f development whoro thlngs tunglblo
.ive become of secondary Importunco to
Hngs and emotlons. Sho lmd passod,

<!.at ovehliig, through so many vary-hig phnsos of mentnl experlence, that
Holon Oarstalrs's new kindness seomod
'lie openlng of tho gato of Heaven,
"Now if you feel liko it, and thlnk

" wlll do you good," said Helen, in-
.'-iiilng hor ln a eushloned chalr of
.Madolra wlckor-work, and, hersolf,
POfclilng schpolgirl fashion on tho sot-
'°o, "yoU imi8[ toll mo what troublod
*ou, thoguh I Uiinlt l can guoss."

"Ho tried to klas mo, that hatoful
old mummy that I'vo dono nothlng but
make fun of on tho voyugc," crled tho
glrl, llery blushos strcnmlng Into her
faco. "lf ho hadn't said Huch fool-
Avords whon ho did lt, I mlght havo
thought ho was just llko old Grand-
fathor Bllllngs of our town, that al-
Avays doddorB along In tho sunshlno
und klsscs tho girls when thoy stop
to spoak to hlm, thlnklng they're tholr
otvn grandmothers. But even Grand-
father Bllllngs hns never kissed me. I
hato It, nnd novor Avould put up wlth
It from a llvlng aoul, so when old Vere¬
kor tried It on. I boxed hla eara, and
boxed to hurt, too, and then I ran
away. What buslness had he follow¬
lng mo out on deck, anyway, when I'd
aald I wanted to bo by my«elf If
daddy knew.but ho shant know, ho's
too good to trouble, and I rcckon I
can take caro of myself."

Sho ended bravoly, but one glance
into Heloh's gravc, klnd faco sent hor
agaln Into tearB.

"Oh! Mlss Carstairs, don't mind mo.
Let me be a llttlo while, and l'll prom¬
lse not to bother you agaln. After you

. looked at mo that tlmo at Bupper, I
seemed to ahrink up Into auch a poor
pretendlng creature. I saw ln a flaah
how choaply I'd been 'showing off."
It was mostly to mako those peoplotlnifc looked down on me elt up on
tlielr hlnd legs, anyway! I felt common
and half-bred beside you, whom I'd
been trying so hard to lmltate sinco
we came aboard. I do want to bo a
lady, your klnd, I do, I do. Not only
for my own sake, and my mothofs,
who was a real ono, but because.
if you-only knew-".

I am ready to know," said Helen,
after a pause. her volo/j, ln sptto of
her, ouriously flattcned.

"I _am cngaged to marry a man, to
whotn.lt avIU mean everythlng that I
shall be, let me say, all you are. And
tlicre**8 a- great reason Avhy I should
try to pleaso hlm ln thoso.thlngs. How
strange that I should want to tell you
such an Intlmato secret, out of my very
heart! But there ls no othcr woman I
can talk to, and that look you gavo
me seemed to open every door within
mo!"
"I will help you lf I can," Helen

breathed, rather than spoke. Hor spir¬
it, wrestling wlth tho certalnty that
crushed it, was yet ready to rlse to
gcnoroslty. Was lt not what she had
bid John Glynn do In the moment of
his ncutest sufferlng? Flnd a younger,
frosher, more trustful Ufe-partner than
herself, and put swtftly out of mind
their dlsastrous venture together that
could not ond In happlnoss! AVhat right
had she to be feeling thOBO florce heart-
beats of robelllon agalnst the chlld'8
superlor claim upon hlm, theso des¬
perate yoarnings to havo him. back
agaln?

"I am ashamed to let you know what
wlll make you think even less of me
than you do: AVhen I promlscd my¬
self to John Glynn.there I've told youhis name, but It doosn't matter.I did
so because I thought It would make my
dear daddy, who was In some sort hls
guardian and his father's best friend.
happlor than anythlng ln the world.
Also, I was Hattered that he should
ask me. Down at Allson's, where John
llved as a boy, they think he has taken
the head of hls firm Into business with
him, and that all New York looks on
admirlngly. He's about the greatest
horo we have after Leo and Davia. He's
a splendld man, Mlss Carstairs, perhaps
you have heard of him? I remember
now, daddy said Mr. Carstairs had
spoken well of John. When that Lady
Channel Fleet had the cheok to say
at supper, she consldered the Amerl¬
can men, as a rule, inferlor to their
Avornon, and decldedly so to English-
men, I could havo Hown at her. and
asked her to walt tlll she'd seen Johh."

Holen, conKcious that somethlng of
tho samo mental protost had formu-
latod Itself in her durlng tho same'
perlod of provocatlon, could not for-
bear a smlle. Fortunately, Mlss \vin-
stanlcy, belng fuirly launched upon hor
confidoncc, did not pauso for answer
or commont.
"You wlll see, then, that I do hon-

estly mean to be whnt I ought, to
John.that.I have no other wlsh or
fancy.and yet there ls another's in-
iluonce that's come Avlthout my soek-
lng.ono that could not brlng me hap-
plness. lt frightens mo to think of it.
I don't know what to do, where to
turn. Think of puttlng the* thing of
a day and hour agalnst the other, the
safe one, tho true one! Yos, it frightens
me. Mlss Carstairs, you aro ol.lor and
wlser than I, tell 1110 what I shall do
to conquor it?"

All tho voices in Helen's hoart sang
ln chorus, In answer to this slmplo
nnd pathetlc appeal. Tho volce of joy,
the voloo of tcmptatlon wero loudor
for awhlle than the others, but sho
darod not let them provall, She had
novor been a denionstnitlvo porson, and
the touchlng of strnngers, undor no
matter what stroBS of sympathy, wa3
an Impossiblllty to her. Sho did not,
tliorefore, "lock Posey ln a warm em-

brace" nnd "klss her upon tho vlrgln
brow," blddltiB her to be of good choer,,
as all would yet bo well between John
Glynn and hersolf. But sho told, hor
c'almly and dlspasalonatoly, that It la
probablo no glrl over grow up to wo-

maiihood to oscape somo errant fancy
for a man whom sho nfterwnrds thank-
ed God sho had not boon allowed hy
Destlny or her paronts to murry. Sho
counsellod hor to In.Iulgo in no dreainj-i
or roverlos or solf-questlonlngs about
tho mattor, but to keep to tho pleago
sho had made. and give all hor onor-

gloa to tho task of making a good mnn

happy.
Posoy bi'lghtened wonderfully during

Mlna Carstnirs'a littlo locturo. As sho
ran off to bod, lt Avas wlth tho joyful
step of a treed schoolglrl and tho feel¬
ing thnt sho wns not altogethor stoopod
ln AVickcdnoss. Half-wuy down the cor-

rldor, sho turned, rnn back, and ven-
turcd to knock tiguln at Mlss Curstalrs's
door. Her orrand was tho vory fcmi-
nlno ono of anklng Holon to bo so good
as 0.0 undo "two wrotchcd hooks" In
the region of hor Bhoulder-blades; a
nervlce sho know Mrs. Gasher would
nover at that lato hour bo awako to
pcrform for hor. AVhen Miss Carstairs
opened tho door, Btandlng ln tho aper-
turo ln somo surprlse to know what
was wanted, Posey folt sorry and puz-nlod to seo that hor new frlond's eyes
were filled wlth tears.
As Mlsa Winstanley, flnally rellovcd

from tho approhonsion of havlng to
spond tho nlght in a culrass of whito
vollo wlth many llttle plplngs of satln
and a good deal of scratchy not, creptin Uke a thiof at her own cabln-door,hor room-mutu rousod up and groaned
dismally.
"Seems to mo I'm to havo not a winlc

of slocp to-nlght, Just as I'd aottled
down for my flrst nap, thero camo a
stupid stoward wlth a noto for you.I told him to. put lt ln your borth and
go out as quick as he could, and sinco
then I haven't closed my eyes."
"Thank you. I'm Borry you aro not

resting well," sald Posey, still undor
the lnfluenco of her recent gcntlo mood.
"Ia it anythlng you've eaton, do you
thlnk?"
Eaten? I novor eat at sea," snlffeu

tho sufferer. "It's my nervos, as usual,
nnd sinco you've roused mo up com-
ptetely, I'll thank you to mix mo
anajjher trlonai powder,. and not to
turn up tho llght "While you're about
it, you may's well stop outslde and
get my rug off the rall, and put it over
ny poor feet. Blocks or ico they aro,
cold feot aro constltutional m our fam¬
ily. Humphl Single fold, not, doublo,
I don't want to smother. I Bhouid
thlnk you "fathor'd know better than
to let a girl like you go traipslng around
a ship alono at thls hour of tho night
Perhapa, if you'd heard what I did,
sinco Pve been lylng hero trying to
count sheep and say tho ten table,
you'd haul ln your horns a blt, and
not thlnk yourself such a museum won¬
der. Tbo peoplo ln the next room
were talklng about you. and I heard
the man say as plain as anything: 'If
I wanted my daughter to keep her
good name, I'd not let hor go out on
ceck at nlght wlth that gay old blrd,
Tom A/oreker.' And the woman an-
swt-redT 'Some people's heads aro so
turned wlth vanlty and flno company,
they don't take ordlnary care. It's the
ttilk of all the decks how the's laylng
herself out to catch that disreputable
lord, and he and" hls French friend
calling her "dead easy" sport," in tho
snioklng-room.' "

"Did any one say that such words
had been actually used about me bycither of thoso gentlemen?" asked
Posey, stopplng short, her eyes blazlng
in. the dark.
"How do I know all that's said, lylng

here a wrctched vlctim of nerves, and
nobody caring lr I llve or dio?"

"I ask you, only, was it statod that
e.ther of thoso gentlemen said any¬
thing approachlng to thoso words of
me?"
"For goodness' sake, spoak lower,

Miss Winstanley, you'll be overheard.
Some .people havo no conslderatlon for
oUiers, especlally girls at nlght, when peo¬
plo aro trying to fall asleep. It thore's
a race I conslder utterly heartless, it is
girls."

"I am not going to lot you sleep or
lost," w.ent on the avenger, calmly tak-
irg off her hat "till you answer my
question in plain words.yes or no."

"N-o-o. I don't know that lt was
actually sald. but tho lady inferred
that Lord Clandonald and his friend
couldn't, thlnk anything else, if you
continued to givo yours.lf away, as
ycu've beon doir.g."
"Very weil! I understand. And,

since we aro duo at Queenstown day
after to-motrow, I shall ask you to
obllge mo by not addressing to mo a
tyllable, good, bad or Indifl'crent, so
long as I havo the mlsfortune to re¬
main your rpom-mate. If we collidc.
wlth somethlng, and go down, don't
even lnqulre of me where the life-
preservers are. And now, slnce I want
to read my note, I mean to turn on tho
eloctricity and do so^comfortably, and
jmi may wake or sleep, or go on ln-
venting spiteful fables, whiehever you
prefer. From this moment, I am dono
v>Uh you."

C'ertalnly Posoy knew how to tako
care of herself. But thore was always
a swlft followlng of regret and pehi-
U'rice when she hnd let her clever ton-
guo looso upon an opponcnt, and whllo
thc' Bubdued splnster sobbod under lier
bidclothes, tho girl rather ml:.erably
opened ono of tlie ..hips envelopes, to
fmd, written upon a slip of papor, in
nn angular and dlegible, Lut educatod,
woman's hand theso words:

"AVhen' nOxt you' invito a certain
frisnd of yours to supply you wlth
frocks nnd hats, tako caro that lt is
rpt wlthlnjiourlng of pno who ls well
uequaintod with Lord C-'s limited
gencrosity to tho reignlng fancy of tho
hour. Botter lix your liopes upon Iho
o'der and moro solvont of your swains.
it will pay woll, and bo a less utin-
gcious gume for you."
As the insult burned upon tho girl's

underKtandlng, it soi/med to her tliat
tho world must stop revolvlng then nnd
there. it was her flrst experlence of
tho polson of anonymous correspondenee,
t! nt, ln nn Instant, ran through hor
Viiins, l'urnlyzlng hor with shamu and
humlllatlon. How could sho fuce dny-
I'ght und tho soclety of liontest folk,
witli a sttiln of sucli susplcloii upon
her? AVhat had sho brought upon hor
lieiiored fathor, upon her tru'slful lover,
hj oxposlng herself to such un linpu-
tntlon? AVould Holon Carstairs ovor
Pl'ieak to lior agaln, lf sho knew what
hud beon thought and said to P.soy
AVInstnnioy?
Sho turnod out the light, aud cast

horsolf upon her borth. Now, ovor tln
tiiinult of hor Bolf-llagcllntlons, nrosd
Iho/ actual sound of a mlghty wlnd
iu Islng to bcar dOAvn upon the shlp,
It had come up suddonly, tlielr :. am
aviis upon the Avoathcr-stdo, and, In
hor already norvoii3 state, tho soundi
Boomod tho shrloklng of all tho demoiu
ehiilncd In holl. Whllo tho spinstor,
now avenged, snorod poucefully through:
tho tumult of eloments outsldo, Fosoy
liiy wldo-oyed, trombllng, lmagining all
horrors of tho sea, and praylng fof
tho comfort of Mrs. Gasher's frlondly
volce.

"If avo aro to bo lost," passed through
hor mind, dospalrlngly, "everythlng
wlll be forgotten that has beon said
of me, an.l lt ls botter so." Sho longod
t.» go to her father, but darod not,
conslderlng hls dlstanco from her, nnd
tho unplcaannt fact that he sbarcd a
ctatcroom wlth two othor men. Tho
siicnco ot the shlp seemed aa unnatural
as tho fallure of Increaso ln its mo¬
tlon. Tho curtaln drawn over their
diorwny SAvaycd over so slightly back
and forth, there was no creaklng-of..
tlmbors or crnah of crockery, or rolllng
of small objects upon tho floor, A
glass of water left on tho washhand-
btand Avns not dlsturbcd ln Its equlll-
trlum. Suroly thls was atrango, woird.
unnatural, with such a tempeist raging
on tho sea!

N.*|w Posey declded that on tho
Avhole, she did not wlsh to dle. Drlven
b.\ panlc, ahe arose, ,stlll dressed as sho
l>cd been for tho supper, and stole
out down the long, empty passagc-waya
upon a tour of Investlgatlon, to cn-
ecunter no llvlng soul save a sleepy
uight-steward standing undor a light,
to con an ancicnt newspaper.
Tho man looked up sleeplly as tha

unwonted apparitlon drcw noar him.
Ht- recognized the beauty, and from
her pallor and agitatlon declded sho-
must be 111.
"Anythlng I can do for you, miss?'

he asked polltely.
"Oh! no. Nothlng whatovcr," nn-

swered Posey hurricdly. "I was only
not sleeping well, and feeling a littlo
xiorvous in the storm."

"Storm, mlss?" querlod the steward
abslractedly, swallowlng a yawn.

"Yes, a foarful one. On our sido,
it blows llke mad. Surcly you must
hear it?"
With tho ghost of a smile hoverlng

upon his face, the man walketl over
ond gave a look out into the nlght.

"It might bo half a gale," ho said.
dublously. "But you see, mlss, in theso
thlps wo sort o' get out o' tho way of
l.nowlng what is golng on outside!"
Half a gale! Posey'a Incllnation to

resent the belittllng statement went
back to bed wlth hor, but presently
her sense of humor got the better of.
tho other polgnant emotions, and- sho
laughed at her own alarnis, of which
tho Intorruptlon had, on the wholo,
1-ioved a wholesomo ono; and at last,
completely wearied o*ut, fell into deep
sleep, uinld tho contlnued howllng of
tho harmloss wlnd. /
The gay voyage that had begun so

buoyantly passod, at the ilnlsh, benoath
the shadow of a cloud. The first slght
of land gave but a sorry welcome to
the now-comers, as lt Immodiately dls-
appeared undor a dense curtaln of fog.
Tho ship crept up the Irish coast to
the melancholy tootlng of the slren,
unsworcd by other craft, from occan
Ilncrs to humblo trawlera] mado Queens-
toAvn toward mornlng ln an Interval
of clear Aveather, and, relapsing Into
the embracc of fog, came next ovo-
ning finally to anchoc for tho nlght
at somo dlstance from Llvorpool to
owoit a safer opportunity of docklng
tho' monstcr, and lottlng her passen-,
gers ashore. During tho dolorous hours
preceding tholr flnal partlng tho dis-
appointcd passengers, beforo so frlond¬
ly, smlllng, intlmato, soomed to draw
away from each other, darkllng and
afraid. Smlles, jokea, good storles,
cnil speeches and complimonts had
been ayparontly packed up wlth soa
rugs and steamer chalra. The decks,
cii'lpplng and" cheerless, offered no at-
tractlon to promonaders, tho library
Avas fllled to oppresslon with forms
bondlng listlessly over books that
could not hold attention. Every Cosk
held dillgcnt scribblers, glarlng sus-
plclously at each other through tho
top of thc separating scrcen. their
I l&ces awnitod by moro would-bo cor-
i-"8pondonts impatient of delay. ln tho
cumpanion-wnys, subduod peoplo hud-
dlod together or walkod over tho un-
fortunato beings wlth buckcts whoso
duty It is to, awab tlio stloky linolouru
undorfoot. A lominlscont odor of thclr
laat aou-dlnner aroso to rninglo wlth
Ei-iggestions; coming nono knew whence,
cf bllgo, frosh paint, turpaulin ond
v.et ropos. Tho only thorouglily llvoly
.viortals to bo soon woro tho atowarda
1/iiBtIing ovorywhere; tho tldy stowurd-
e-.ssea, wltli their cap-streamers ilylng;
nnd tho ladlos' iiuilds nnd valots who
hopod to got their clutrgos oarly to
bed, thus a.lviinclng tlielr oavii tinu^ of
frocdom nnd fareweli,
At a comparatively oarly hour, tho

usual spaccs AVhero passengers assont-
l:lo woYe dese'rted, most peoplo giving
up tho prctonco of belng exhllaratod
by noar approach to tho Brltlsh Islos.
''ho dlning-saloon dlsplnycd stlll a fow
Ki'oups slttlng around iho tables slp-
Plng from glasses, readlng or talklng:
tho amoking-room alono rotalned Ita
umml foaturos of cards and eonvlvlal-
lly.

Hero, toward toii o'clock, Clnndonnkl,
looklni? moro than coinmonly bored,
nroso from a gamo ln whlch he luid not
noqulttod hinisolf with hi'llllaiify, and
ftrolled outsidt1, alono.

Slnco tho night of tho suppor, ho
had not boon cullcd upon to put into
offoct hls stern rosolutlon of eschowlng
IWIbs .Wlnstanloy's soclety. Sho had
come to her inenla Into, or oarly, con-
tilving to uvoid moro thun a passlng


